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Dear Birch Community Garden Community Members/Gardeners, 
The following guidelines outline the management of the Birch Community Garden (BCG) on its site property 

(specifically, the Salvation Army, 1080 Birch Street, Broomfield, CO 80020). These guidelines have been established 

by the BCG Volunteer Coordinators and provided to the property owner as a basis for a use agreement between the two 

parties. In turn, the Salvation Army and BCG Volunteer Coordinators provide Gardeners with the authority and 

permission to use the garden site. We, as a community, have a responsibility to keep our garden managed effectively. 

The garden is a privilege, and everything works more smoothly when everyone is involved in its overall upkeep. Please 

also remember to treat your fellow gardeners as you would like to be treated. 
 

The Garden Contract that each Gardener signed below represents a commitment to adhere to these 
policies. Thank you, and happy gardening! 

Topic Policy Notes 

Gardening Season 
& Hours 

The garden is open all year long; Gardeners may be in the garden from 
dawn to dusk. 

 

Access Codes and 
Security 

Each gardener will be provided the code to the lock on the tool box. 
Gardeners are expected to avoid sharing the lock code with non‐members 
of the Garden. On leaving the Garden, Gardeners are responsible for closing 
the gates if there are no other individuals in the Garden. Gardeners will 
follow any additional security guidelines that may be announced by BCG 
Garden Volunteers. 

 

Fees Each gardener will pay $55.00/season for a 6 ft. x22 ft. plot, or $25/season 
for a 6 ft. x 4 ft. raised bed (if available). 

 

Garden Plot Responsibilities and Management 

Use of own plot Gardeners may use only the plots assigned to them by the BCG Volunteer 
Coordinators. Gardeners will maintain their plants within their plots and will 
trim any plants that extend into neighboring plots or into common areas. 
Gardeners may not alter the dimensions of their plot.  

 

Donation Plots The designated areas in the center of the garden are the Donation Plots.  
The vegetables grown in these areas are intended to be donated to the 
Salvation Army, Salvation Army’s Silvercrest residents, and Broomfield FISH 
Foodshare. These areas are prepped, planted, maintained, and harvested 
by all garden members. The Children’s plot is also used by the Salvation 
Army After‐School program for educational purposes. 

 
Each Gardener is expected to contribute time/work to the Donation 
and/or Children’s sections of the BCG. All Gardeners will be assigned a 
section of one of the Donation plots and will be required to keep that 
section weed‐free and help plant & maintain plants by trimming, thinning, 
and re‐seeding as necessary and/or requested by the BCG Volunteer 
Coordinators. 

 
The responsibility for watering the Donation plots will be shared by all 
Gardeners and all irrigation activity must be tracked for common reference. 
Please note any irrigation activity on the whiteboard provided at 
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Donation Plots 
(cont’d) 

the garden. The note should include detail as to which Donation plot was 
watered as well as the duration of irrigation. If you fail to provide this detail 
on the whiteboard, the Donation plots may get over‐ or under‐watered 
which can result in diseased crops, low yields and put our Donation program 
at risk. A Volunteer Coordinator will check the whiteboard every day. 

 
The Donation plots are the reason the Salvation Army provides the water 
and land at no cost to Gardeners. Let’s take great care of the garden. 

 

Plantings and 
Structures 

Gardeners may plant vegetables, fruits, and flowers. No illegal plants or 
intoxicants may be grown or used in the Garden including, but not limited 
to, Cannabis (marijuana), whether or not the use of marijuana may be lawful 
under state law. 

 
While vertical gardening is generally encouraged, Gardeners may not 
maintain plantings or plant‐supporting structures that impede the security 
of the garden or materially block adjacent gardeners’ access to sunlight by 
the nature of their height, material, or density. Please contact a Garden 
Coordinator if you need suggestions or guidance on vertical gardening 
and/or plant support structures. 

 

Supplies Gardeners are solely responsible for the planning and management of their 
own plots, including providing their own seeds, plants, fertilizer, and any 
tools not provided by the BCG. 

 

Organic methods For the health of our gardens, land, and community, the use of non‐organic 
pesticides, herbicides, rodenticides, and fertilizers is prohibited. If you need 
guidance regarding organic gardening practices, please contact a BCG 
Garden Coordinator. Use of organic compost, organic mulch, and hand 
weeding is always acceptable. 

 

Water Each Gardener is responsible for watering his or her own plot. Gardeners 
will provide their own hose or irrigation system, attached to their plot’s 
faucet. Gardeners will not overwater their plants or leave a hose running 
water unattended. Water is generously provided by the Salvation Army 
and excessive water usage may impact in the BCG’s ability to operate on 
their property. As importantly, over-watering can flush nutrients beyond 
the roots of your plants and become counter‐productive.  
 
When leaving the garden, always turn off water at the main spigot at the 
wall of the Salvation Army building. 

 

Tools: Gardeners may use the BCG tools from the toolbox but are responsible for 
cleaning and returning them to the tool box at the end of the day. 
Gardeners may bring their own tools into the Garden but may not store 
tools at the Garden. The use of power tools such as those that require 
gasoline, batteries or electricity is forbidden except as utilized the Garden 
Volunteers and/or Salvation Army to maintain common areas. 
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Plot maintenance 
and trash: 

Gardeners will maintain their plots and adjacent paths in a clean and 
neat fashion, promptly removing weeds, overgrowth, or other waste. 
Gardeners will promptly harvest edible plants and are responsible for 
hauling and disposing of their own trash, such as weeds, boxes, trays, 
bags, packets, and similar items. 

 

Abandoned plots A plot will be considered abandoned if it has not been visibly 
maintained for 2 weeks without notice. If a Gardener expects to be 
away from the Garden for more than 2 weeks, he or she must inform 
the Volunteer Coordinators. Gardeners and Volunteer Coordinators can 
then determine an alternative plan for managing the plot.  

 
Gardeners who abandon their plots without contacting the Volunteer 
Coordinators, or in any event, are away for more than 2 weeks will forfeit 
their plots and all edible fruit/vegetable produced in the garden plot will 
be donated. 

 

Personal Property Gardeners will not leave personal property in their plots, except for “garden 
art” and plant support structures such as trellises. Any unclaimed personal 
property left at the garden will be forfeited by the Gardener and potentially 
donated to the Salvation Army. 

 

 
Common Responsibilities: Building Our Community 

Garden 
Orientation 

New Gardeners must attend a Volunteer Coordinators‐led orientation to 
become familiar with how the BCG functions and their responsibilities as a 
Gardener. 

 

Collective 
Maintenance of 
Our Garden 

Gardeners will share in the collective responsibility to keep common areas, 
such as pathways and the toolbox area, clean and neat. Each Gardener will 
be assigned a portion of the public space (sections of the Donation plots 
and paths near their plot) to keep weeded and neat. In addition, All 
Gardeners must contribute a minimum of 20 volunteer hours per year, 
where they participate in cleaning and maintaining the Garden. Workdays, 
as needed, will be scheduled to facilitate group participation in Garden 
maintenance, but the hours may be contributed at any time they are 
mutually agreed upon by the Gardener and the Volunteer Coordinators. 
 
If determined by the Volunteer Coordinators that a gardener is not 
doing their part of the “Collective Maintenance”, the gardener will lose 
the right to garden with Birch Community Garden. 
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Collective 
Maintenance of 
Our Garden (cont’d) 

Gardeners will promptly report any concerns about the safety of the 
Garden to Volunteer Coordinators. If there is vandalism, storm damage, or 
other damage to the Garden, all Gardeners are expected to help in cleaning 
up and restoring the Garden to its prior condition, but the BCG will bear the 
cost of the repairs out of the community fund. 

 

For the Common 
Good: Sharing 
from our Garden 

The Salvation Army is allowing the BCG to provide Gardener’s access to 
significant resources for growing fruit, vegetables and flowers including 
land, common tools, gathering spaces, and other infrastructure. The garden 
plot fee helps defray a small part of the annual startup costs of the Garden 
borne by BCG. Beyond that, BCG’s community of Gardeners are committed 
to sharing the land’s goodness with others who may not have access to 
resources like those provided by the Garden. 

 
If you would like to share produce, contact a Volunteer Coordinator. 

 

Communication, 
Garden Bulletin 
Board, 
confidentiality 

We desire to build strong multi‐way communication within our 
gardening community. 

 
Volunteer coordinators will serve as the primary points of contact for 
Gardeners and will provide a bulletin/announcement board in the 
garden. The Volunteer Coordinators will provide contact information to 
all Gardeners to facilitate open communication. It is the responsibility of 
all BCG Gardeners to communicate any changes in their contact 
information (email/phone numbers) to the Volunteer Coordinators. 

 
Garden policies, event announcements, meetings, celebrations, etc. will 
be communicated by email. 

 
Gardeners are encouraged to provide suggestions about Garden operations 
to the Volunteer Coordinators in person or by email and should contact the 
Volunteer Coordinators (not the Salvation Army) with any questions 
relating to day‐ to‐day Garden operations. The BCG Volunteer Coordinators, 
Salvation Army, and other Gardeners will not use any personally identifiable 
information, including Gardener’s name, email address, telephone number, 
or street address, for purposes other than in the ongoing management and 
operation of the Garden. 
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General Conduct: Making the BCG a Safe, Peaceful & Happy Place 
Topic Policy Notes 

General Conduct: Gardeners are expected to be civil, honest, and cooperative in dealing 
with the Salvation Army, BCG Volunteer Coordinators, Garden neighbors, 
other Gardeners, and guests of other Gardeners. In addition to the 
guidelines set forth below, the following items are not permitted and/or 
allowed on the Garden premises: Alcohol/Marijuana/Illegal Drugs, 
Firearms, Open Fires and/or Cooking, Pets, and Loud Music. Gardeners are 
expected to comply with all applicable local, state, and federal laws. 

 

Respect Others 
Property 

Gardeners are asked to respect the property of other gardeners by 
requesting permission to use another Gardener’s tools or supplies, harvest 
another Gardener’s produce or otherwise interfere with another 
Gardener’s plot. 

 

Guests: Gardeners may bring guests, into the Garden, provided that the guests 
comply with the Policies set forth. Gardeners will supervise any child under 
the age of sixteen. Gardeners will be responsible for the conduct of their 
guests and guest violations of the Garden guidelines are treated as 
violations by the Gardener. 

 

Children Children are specifically welcome in the Garden but must be always 
supervised by a parent or guardian while working and playing in the Garden 
to ensure they do not damage or otherwise disrupt the activities of other 
Gardeners. If the children are in the garden unsupervised 3 times, the 
Parents’ plot will be forfeited. 

 

No Smoking Gardeners may not smoke in the Garden. Gardeners who choose to smoke 
immediately outside of the garden are responsible for proper disposal of 
their cigarette butts. 

 

Dispute Resolution Gardeners will raise with the Volunteer coordinators any disputes about the 
Garden or with fellow Gardeners. The Volunteer Coordinators will have the 
authority to hear these disputes and to resolve them in the best interest of 
the Garden. 

 

No Refund or 
Other Claims 

Gardeners under no circumstances will be entitled to, directly or indirectly, 
any refunds, any direct, incidental, consequential, punitive, or other 
damages, any other forms of compensation from Birch Community Garden, 
the BCG volunteer coordinators, or Salvation Army. Nor shall they be 
entitled to obtain an injunction, specific performance, or other equitable 
remedy, as a consequence of termination from participation in the Garden. 

 

Changes in the 
Policies 

The Garden Volunteer coordinators of Birch Community Garden may 
amend these Policies at their discretion without advance notice. Birch 
Community Garden will provide all Gardeners with a copy of the current 
policies, will post a copy of the current Policies at www.birchgarden.com. 
The Gardeners, working through the Volunteer Coordinators may propose 
Policies for the Birch Community Garden’s consideration. 
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No 
Discrimination 

Salvation Army and the BCG volunteer coordinators will not discriminate 
based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, medical 
condition, ancestry, marital status, citizenship, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or status as a veteran. 

 

WAIVER AND 
RELEASE 

1.   I desire to participate voluntarily in the gardening and other 
activities sponsored and coordinated by the Birch Community 
Garden at the Salvation Army. 

 

2.   I understand, accept, and assume the risks associated with 
participation in all activities. I also assume the responsibility of 
conducting myself in a civil manner that is mutually beneficial 
to all participants. Unacceptable conduct generally includes, 
but is not limited to vegetable theft, tool theft, profanity and 
any generally designated offensive behavior. 

 

3.   I assume full responsibility for any injuries which may occur to 
me, as well as the safety of my family and guests, and do hereby 
fully and forever discharge and release the garden site 
landowner, officers, agents, authorized volunteers, volunteer 
coordinators, representatives, consultants, insurers and 
sureties, and their successors and assignees (collectively, the 
“Released Parties”) from any “Claims.” “Claims”, as used in this 
document, mean any and all claims, demands, damages, rights 
of action or causes of action, present or future, whether the 
same be known, anticipated or unanticipated, resulting from or 
arising out of my presence or the presence of my family 
members and guests on the garden, activities at the garden, the 
use or intended use of the garden, and/or participation in 
activities connected with the Birch Community Garden 
including, without limitation, any of the foregoing resulting from 
or arising out of the negligence of a Released Party. Further, I 
hereby waive all Claims against a Released Party. 
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Gardeners must fill in ALL sections below.  Your signature(s) indicates you understand and agree to all policies above. 
 

Gardener #1  

First Name: Last Name: 

Address:  

Email: Phone: 

Emergency contact: Phone: 

Signature: Date: 

Plot/Bed # Cash/Check 

Gardener #2  

First Name: Last Name: 

Address:  

Email: Phone: 

Emergency contact: Phone: 

Signature: Date: 

Children of Gardeners  

Child #1 Age 

Child #2 Age 

Child #3 Age 

Child #4 Age 

 


